
Key Vocabulary by year group – Religious Education  

Documents used: Lincolnshire Agreed Syllabus (2018-2023) and Understanding Christianity  

*For each of the Understanding Christianity units, there is an additional Key Vocabulary list provided  

 
  Christianity Judaism Hinduism Buddhism Sikhism Islam 

Year 1 
and 

Year 2 

Advent, Baptism, 
Bible, Christ, 
Christmas, Church, 
Creation, Disciple, 
Easter, Faith, God, 
Harvest, Holy, Hymn, 
Jesus, Prayer, Priest, 
Vicar, Worship 

Synagogue: Ark, 
Kippah, Tallit, Torah 
Scrolls, Yad  
Shabbat: Kosher Two 
Candles, Challah, 
Wine 
Jewish Life:  Dreidel, 
Covenant, Chanukah, 
Maccabees, One God 
(YHVH), Purim, Rosh 
Hashanah, Shofar 

Aum or Om, 
Brahman, Diwali, 
Ganesh, Gods and 
goddesses, Hindu, 
Hinduism, Mandir, 
Offering, Pray, Rama, 
Shiva, Shrine, Sita, 
Vishnu, Worship 

Buddha, teacher, 
Buddhist 
Centre/Temple, 
meaningful objects, 
monks and nuns, 
rebirth, happiness, 
suffering, 
compassion, 
kindness, meditation 

Acceptance, Equality, 
Family life, Five K’s 
Forgiveness, 
Gurdwara, Kaur, 
Meditation, Nishan 
Sahib, One Creator 
(Ek Oankar), Respect, 
Sharing, Sikh, Sikhism 
(Sikhi), Singh, Ten 
Gurus, Truth, Turban  

Allah, Islam, Mosque, 
Muslim, Prophet, 
Quran 

Year 3  
and 

Year 4 

Advent, Baptism, 
Bible, Christ, 
Christmas, Church, 
Creation, Disciple, 
Easter, Faith, God, 
Gospel, Harvest, 
Holy, Hymn, Jesus, 
Lent, New Testament, 
Old Testament, 
Parables, Pentecost, 
Prayer, Priest, 
Prophet, Ten 
Commandments, 
Vicar, Worship 

Synagogue: Ark, 
Kippah, Menorah, 
Star of David, Rabbi, 
Tallit, Torah Scrolls, 
Yad. Shabbat: 
Challah, Havdalah 
candle, Kiddush Cup 
(goblet), Kosher, Two 
Candles, Wine.  
Jewish Life: 24 Books 
of the Torah, 613 
Commandments, Bar 
Mitzvah/Bat Mitzvah, 
Dreidel, Egypt, 
Matzah, Messiah, 
Moses, One God 
(YHVH),  Pesach 

Aum or Om, 
Brahman, Diwali, 
Ganesh, Gods and 
goddesses, Hindu, 
Hinduism, Mandir, 
Offering, Pray, Rama, 
Shiva, Shrine, Sita, 
Vishnu, Worship 

Buddha, teacher, 
Buddhist 
Centre/Temple, 
meaningful objects, 
monks and nuns, 
rebirth, happiness, 
suffering, 
compassion, 
kindness, meditation, 
Buddha, Temple, 
offerings, Tales, 
vows, moral symbols, 
pilgrimage 

Acceptance, Chaur 
Sahib, Equality, 
Family life, Five K’s 
Forgiveness, 
Gurdwara, Guru 
Granth Sahib, Kaur, 
Kirtan, Langar, 
Meditation, Mool 
Mantar, Nishan 
Sahib, One Creator 
(Ek Oankar), Respect, 
Sangat, Sharing, Seva, 
Singh, Sikh, Sikhism 
(Sikhi), Ten Gurus, 
Truth, Turban 

Allah, Hajj, Islam, 
Mihrab, Mosque, 
Muslim, Prophet, 
Qiblah, Quran, Salaa, 
Sawm, Shahada 
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Year 5 
and 

Year 6 

Advent, Ascension, 
Baptism, Bible, Christ, 
Christmas, Church, 
Creation, Disciple, 
Easter, Faith, God, 
Gospel, Grace, 
Harvest, Holy, Holy 
Communion, Holy 
Spirit, Hymn, 
Incarnation, Jesus, 
Lent, Lord’s Prayer, 
Lord’s Supper, Mass, 
Miracle, Myth, New 
Testament, Old 
Testament, Parables, 
Pentecost, Prayer, 
Priest, Prophet, 
Psalm, Resurrection, 
Saint, Salvation, Sin, 
Soul, Ten 
Commandments, 
Trinity, Vicar, 
Worship  

Synagogue: Ark, 
Bimah, Kippah, 
Menorah 
(Chanukiah), Ner 
Tamid (Eternal Light), 
Star of David, Rabbi, 
Tallit, Torah Scrolls, 
Yad. Shabbat: 
Besamim (Spices), 
Challah, Havdalah, 
Havdalah candle, 
Kiddush Cup (goblet), 
Kosher, Two Candles, 
Wine. Jewish Life: 5 
Books of Moses 
(Chumash), 24 Books 
of the written Torah, 
613 Commandments, 
Bar Mitzvah/Bat 
Mitzvah, Chanukah, 
Covenant, Dreidel, 
Egypt, King David 
Maccabees, Matzah, 
Messiah, Moses, One 
God (YHVH), 
Patriarchs (Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob), Pesach, 
Purim, Rosh 
Hashanah, 
Shofar,Sukkah 
(Booth), Yom Kippur 

Aum or Om, 
Brahman, Diwali, 
Ganesh, Gods and 
goddesses, Hindu, 
Hinduism, Mandir, 
Offering, Pray, Rama, 
Shiva, Shrine, Sita, 
Vishnu, Worship 

Buddha, teacher, 
Buddhist 
Centre/Temple, 
meaningful objects, 
monks and nuns, 
rebirth, happiness, 
suffering, 
compassion, 
kindness, meditation, 
Enlightenment, 
delusions, Buddha, 
Dharma and Sangha 
(‘Three Precious 
Jewels’), ordained 
and lay, Temple, 
offerings, Jataka 
Tales, impermanence, 
vows, moral 
discipline, 
contentment, 
samsara, nirvana, 
symbols, pilgrimage 

Acceptance, Chaur 
Sahib, Equality, 
Family life, Five K’s 
Forgiveness, 
Gurdwara, Guru 
Granth Sahib, Kaur, 
Kirtan, Langar, 
Meditation, Mool 
Mantar, Nishan 
Sahib, One Creator 
(Ek Oankar), Respect, 
Sangat, Sharing, Seva, 
Singh, Sikh, Sikhism 
(Sikhi), Ten Gurus, 
Truth, Turban. 

Allah, Hajj, Islam, 
Mihrab, Mosque, 
Muslim, Prophet, 
Qiblah, Quran, Salaa, 
Sawm, Shahada  
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 Extended 
vocabulary  
for GDS 

Advent, Apocalyptic, 
Ascension, 
Atonement, Baptism, 
Bible, Christ, 
Christmas, Church, 
Creation, Disciple, 
Easter, Ecumenical 
Council, Epiphany, 
Epistle,  Eucharist, 
Faith, God, Gospel, 
Grace, Harvest, Holy, 
Holy Communion, 
Holy Spirit, Hymn, 
Incarnation, Jesus, 
Lent, Liturgy,  Lord’s 
Prayer, Lord’s Supper, 
Mass, Miracle, Myth, 
New Testament, Old 
Testament, Parables, 
Pentecost, Prayer, 
Priest, Prophet, 
Psalm, Reconciliation, 
Redemption, 
Repentance, 
Resurrection, 
Sacrament, Saint, 
Salvation, Sin, Soul, 
Ten Commandments, 
Trinity, Vicar, 
Worship 

Synagogue: Ark, 
Bimah, Gabbai 
Kippah, Menorah 
(Chanukiah), 
Mezuzah, Ner Tamid 
(Eternal Light), 
Siddur,Star of David, 
Rabbi, Tallit, Tefillin, 
Torah Scrolls, Yad. 
Shabbat: Besamim 
(Spices), Challah, 
Havdalah, Havdalah 
candle, Maariv, 
Mincha, Kabbalat 
Shabbat, Kiddush Cup 
(goblet), Kosher, 
Shachrit, Two 
Candles, Wine. Jewish 
Life: 5 Books of 
Moses(Chumash), 24 
Books of the written 
Torah, 613 
Commandments, 
Antisemitism, Bar 
Mitzvah/Bat Mitzvah, 
Chanukah, Covenant, 
Diaspora, Dreidel, 
Egypt, Holocaust, 
Israel, Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict, 
King David 
Maccabees, Matzah, 

Atman, Aum or Om, 
Brahman, Deity, 
Dharma, Diwali, 
Festival, Ganesh, 
Gods and goddesses, 
Hindu, Hinduism, 
Initiation, Karma, 
Liberation, Mandir, 
Monotheism, Murti, 
Offering, Pilgrimage, 
Polytheism, Pray, 
Puja, Rama, Rangoli, 
Sacred, Samsara, 
Samskara, Shiva, 
Shrine, Sita, Trimurti, 
Vishnu, Worship 

Buddha, teacher, 
Buddhist 
Centre/Temple, 
meaningful objects, 
monks and nuns, 
rebirth, happiness, 
suffering, 
compassion, 
kindness, meditation, 
Enlightenment, 
delusions, Buddha, 
Dharma and Sangha 
(‘Three Precious 
Jewels’), ordained 
and lay, Temple, 
offerings, Jataka 
Tales, impermanence, 
vows, moral 
discipline, 
contentment, 
samsara, nirvana, 
symbols, pilgrimage, 
renunciation, 
Bodhisattvas, 
Bodhichitta, Vinaya, 
Sutras (or Suttas), 
meditation, mantra, 
retreat, refuge, 
mindfulness, 
emptiness, 
Pratimoksha vows, 
stupa, lineage (of 

Acceptance, Akhand 
Patth, Amrit 
Ceremony, Chaur 
Sahib, Daswandh, 
Equality, Family life, 
Five Evils, Five K’s 
Forgiveness, Gatka, 
Gurdwara, Guru 
Granth Sahib, 
Haumai, Kaur, Khalsa, 
Kirtan, Langar, 
Meditation, Mool 
Mantar, Nishan 
Sangat, Sahib,Singh,  
Nitnem, One Creator 
(Ek Oankar), Respect, 
Sharing, Seva, Sikh, 
Sikhism (Sikhi), Ten 
Gurus, Truth, Turban 

Allah, Ashura, Eid, 
Hajj, Imam, Islam, 
Khums, Mihrab, 
Mosque, Muslim, 
Prophet, Qiblah, 
Quran, Salaa, Sawm, 
Shahada, Shia, Sunni, 
Zakat 
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Messiah, Mitzvah 
Day, Moses, One God 
(YHVH), Patriarchs 
(Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob), Pesach, 
Pikuach Nefesh, 
Pogroms, Purim, Rosh 
Hashanah, Shema 
Israel, Scriptural 
Reasoning (Inter-
Faith activities), 
Shofar,Sukkah 
(Booth), Talmud, 
Tikkun Olam, Yom 
Kippur 

teachers), Mahayana, 
Theravada 


