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Disciplinary concepts of History (supporting key knowledge and skills) 
Taught throughout the history curriculum – to investigate and ask questions whilst learning key 

knowledge/skills through the Golden Thread lens. Children develop their understanding of the following key 
disciplinary concepts: 

Useful Question stems for lessons.   
Cause  To understand that events do not just happen and then end. To be know why things happened. 

To understand that causes develop over time. 
 
Why did X happen? What led to X? What was the impact of …?  
How did … change because of this? What might have happened if…? Why do think X 
happened? How could X have been prevented? What happened afterwards? Why did that 
happen following X? 
 

Consequence  To explain that an event can cause further issues (consequences), and these can be both good 
and bad. The ripple effect through time. 
 
Why did X happen? What led to X? What was the impact of …? How did … change because 
of this? What might have happened if…? Why do think X happened? How could X have been 
prevented? What happened afterwards? Why did that happen following X? 
 

Change and 
Continuity  

Understanding how to map time, to confidently grasp the past, present and future. To see that 
events and changes 
occurred at similar/different paces and at similar/different times across the world. 
What happened after…? Can you name the …? What happened before…? Who was it that….? 
When…? 
 
 
To be able to explain how the present is different from the past. To develop a nuanced 
understanding that there are 
similarities across different time periods to show that some aspects of history continued over time. 
What differences/similarities exist between…? What do you think happened next? Provide an 
example to 
support/ exemplify your point. How did this change…? How quickly/ slowly did this change? 
How big/small was 
the change? How can you prove that? 
 

Similarity and 
Difference  
 

Confidently describing the key features of the past, and communicating how life is different now, 
and how it was disparate 
for different countries, cultures and sections of societies. 
 
What are the features of…? How would describe….? What happened to…? How can you 
prove….? What evidence 
shows….? 

Historical 
Significance 

Historical significance focuses on how and why historical events, trends and individuals are 
ascribed historical significance. 
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Sources and 
Evidence 

To learn how historians use sources as evidence to construct, challenge or test claims about the 
past. Pupils must learn to 
use sources to establish evidence for a specific historical question. 
 
Useful sentence stems to use:  In addition to…, the evidence supports …., The evidence would 
suggest otherwise because…, As a result of the evidence… To summarise the evidence…, 
Overall, the evidence suggests... 

Historical 
Interpretation  

Foundation stone to appreciating that the past is in an interpretation of the available evidence 
from the time. To consider 
the impact of perspective on interpretation. 
 
How might we think differently today? How might someone at that time think about…? How 
do we know if that is a fact or an opinion? How are the viewpoints different? 
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Concept Overview – Substantive Knowledge 

Core Historical Concepts  
Substantive Knowledge Map  

Each lesson progressively develops children’s understanding of these concepts/themes across 
time. This helps children gain a deeper understanding of the history they are learning whilst 
building upon the concepts each time they come across them within the history curriculum.  

 
Invasion 

 
 

To enter a country or group’s land as an enemy, by force, in order to 
conquer or plunder. 

Law and Order 
 

 
A situation characterised by respect for and obedience to the rules of 

a society. 
 
 

Settlements  
A place, typically one which has previously been uninhabited, where 

people establish a community. 
 
 

Conflict   
A) A serious disagreement or argument 

B) A prolonged armed struggle 
 
 

Progress and Change   
Advancement and adaptation through newly acquired knowledge, 

understanding or technology. 
 
 
 

Historical Figures  
 
 
 
 

 
A person who has made an impact in their own time or who has had 

their significance recognised since. 

Religion and Beliefs 

 

 
Religion – a particular system of faith and worship. 

Beliefs – something one accepts as true or real; a firmly held opinion. 
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Core Historical Concepts – Substantive Concept Map 

This substantive concept map shows how abstract concepts are mapped out and continually 
revisited throughout our history curriculum. These concepts build the substance of our 
curriculum, and help children develop a deep and rich knowledge of the history that is 
taught. 

Reception  
Links to understanding the world! 

  
Settlements 

 
Progress and 

Change 
Conflict Historical 

Figures 
Invasion Law and 

Order 
Religion and 

Beliefs 
  

Settlements Progress and 
Change 

Conflict Historical 
Figures 

Invasion Law and 
Order 

Religion and 
Beliefs 

 

Year 1  
 

 How am I making History? 
Settlements 

 
Progress and 

Change 
Conflict Historical 

Figures 
Invasion Law and 

Order 
Religion and 

Beliefs 
 How have explorers changed the world? 

Settlements Progress and 
Change 

Conflict Historical 
Figures 

Invasion Law and 
Order 

Religion and 
Beliefs 

 How have toys changed? 

 Settlements Progress and 
Change 

Conflict  Historical 
Figures  

Invasion  Law and 
Order 

Religion and 
Beliefs  

 

Year 2 
 

 How were schools different in the past? 
Settlements 

 
Progress and 

Change 
Conflict Historical 

Figures 
Invasion Law and 

Order 
Religion and 

Beliefs 
 How did we learn to fly? 

Settlements Progress and 
Change 

Conflict Historical 
Figures 

Invasion Law and 
Order 

Religion and 
Beliefs 

 What is a monarch? 

 Settlements  Progress and 
Change  

Conflict  Historical  
Figures  

Invasion  Law and 
Order 

Religion and 
Beliefs 
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Year 3/4  
(2023 – 2024)  

 Would you prefer to live in the Stone Age, Bronze Age or the Iron Age? 
Settlements 

 
Progress and 

Change 
Conflict Historical 

Figures 
Invasion Law and 

Order 
Religion and 

Beliefs 

 What were the different beliefs in Ancient Egypt? 
Settlements Progress and 

Change 
Conflict Historical 

Figures 
Invasion Law and 

Order 
Religion and 

Beliefs 
 Why did the Romans settle in Britain? 

 Settlements Progress and 
Change  

Conflict  Historical 
Figures  

Invasion  Law and 
Order  

Religion and 
Beliefs 

 

Year 4/5  
(2023 – 2024)  

 How hard was it to invade and settle in Britain? 
Settlements 

 
Progress and 

Change 
Conflict Historical 

Figures 
Invasion Law and 

Order 
Religion and 

Beliefs 
 Were the Vikings raiders, traders, or settlers? 

Settlements Progress and 
Change 

Conflict Historical 
Figures 

Invasion Law and 
Order 

Religion and 
Beliefs 

 How have children’s lives changed? 

 Settlements  Progress and 
Change  

Conflict  Historical 
Figures  

Invasion  Law and 
Order 

Religion and 
Beliefs  

 

Year 6 
 What did the Ancient Greeks do for us? 

Settlements 
 

Progress and 
Change 

Conflict Historical 
Figures 

Invasion Law and 
Order 

Religion and 
Beliefs 

 What does the census tell us about our local area? 
Settlements Progress and 

Change 
Conflict Historical 

Figures 
Invasion Law and 

Order 
Religion and 

Beliefs 
 Why did the Maya civilisation decline so quickly? 

 Settlements  Progress and 
Change  

Conflict  Historical 
Figures  

Invasion  Law and 
Order  

Religion and 
Beliefs  
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Vocabulary Progression  

This document shows when vocabulary is introduced in our History curriculum across the 
Disciplinary concepts, Historical enquiry, Chronological awareness, and Topic 
knowledge strands. Please note that children do not need to remember all the Topic 
knowledge vocabulary but that much of this vocabulary will be important in helping them 
to develop their understanding of the substantive concepts. 

Words which are identified as especially important for pupils to understand to develop an 
understanding of the substantive concepts are highlighted in pink. 
 

Year 1: 
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Year 2: 
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Year 3/4: 
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Year 4/5: 
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Year 6:  
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Sentence stems for History 

Bold – History Specific Sentence Stems  

Opening Statement with 
evidence 

 

Building/Agreeing Challenging Summarising 

• I know this because… 
the evidence 
suggests… 

• In my view… the 
evidence shows 
that… 

• I can show/ prove 
that… 

• My opinion is… 
• I believe/think that… 
• I think that… 

 
 

• I agree with… 
because… 

• I agree but 
would like to 
add… 

• I would like to 
build on X’s 
point because… 

• I would argue 
the same 
because… 

• In addition to… 
• The evidence 

supports… 
• Furthermore, … 

 

• I respect your 
opinion but… 

• I understand 
your view, 
however… 

• The evidence 
would suggest 
otherwise 
because… 

• My own view is 
different 
because… 

• I disagree with 
X because… 

• The evidence 
challenges… 

• The evidence 
contradicts… 

 

• In conclusion… 
• On balance… 
• As a result of the 

evidence… 
• To summarise the 

evidence… 
• Overall, the evidence 

suggests… 
• In summary, the 

evidence shows… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s Reflect Cards can be used as a resource to support the children to reflect on their learning and 
to record links to the golden thread. This can also be used as a retrieval or summarising activity.  
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